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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 222, 223, and 224 I was unavoidably
delayed by weather problems that affected air-
line flights from Dallas to Washington. Had I
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all
three votes.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, I was
unavoidably detained when rollcall
votes 222, 223, and 224 were taken. Had
I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’ I was detained because my
plane was an hour late in taking off.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
222, 223 and 224, I was unavoidably detained
by bad weather in Dallas on my connecting
flight to Washington. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on all these votes.

f

TRIBUTE TO LSU TIGERS

(Mr. TAUZIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
this brief minute to allow all of us col-

lectively to share the joy and pride of
all the LSU alumni across America
with the extraordinary success of the
LSU baseball program and the great
success of Coach Skip Bertman, who
has now brought the LSU Tigers the
third championship of the College
World Series this weekend.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
share with me the pride of this wonder-
ful LSU team and this great coach who
will now be the Olympic coach for the
United States team in Atlanta. LSU.
Go, Tigers.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would ask Members not to doff
hats in the Chamber.

f

TRIBUTE TO LSU TIGERS AND
WOMEN’S TRACK TEAM

(Mr. MCCRERY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to add my congratulations to the
LSU Tigers baseball team and say ditto
to the words of my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana [Mr. TAUZIN].

I would also like to remind everyone
that just a few seeks before LSU’s
baseball triumph the women’s track
team from LSU also won the national
championship for the umpteenth time
in my lifetime. They have a great pro-
gram there, so congratulations to the
women’s track team at LSU and Skip
Bertman’s baseball team.

Go, Tigers.

f

INTRODUCTION OF THE CALIFOR-
NIA HOMEOWNER EARTHQUAKE
PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. LEWIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am today introducing the Califor-
nia Homeowner Earthquake Protection
Act, legislation granting tax-exempt
status on State authorities established
for the purpose of providing earth-
quake insurance. As a 30-year insur-
ance professional the chairman of the
House Appropriations Subcommittee
overseeing FEMA and Federal disaster
assistance, I am concerned about an
emerging insurance crisis in my State.

California Governor Pete Wilson is poised to
sign a measure establishing the California
Earthquake Authority [CEA], a unique publicly
run and privately financed State program to
supply earthquake insurance for millions of
homeowners in our State. The California
Homeowner Earthquake Protection Act will
add viability to the CEA and will address a
looming and potentially devasting crisis affect-
ing every homeowner—the ability to purchase
affordable earthquake insurance.

Under California State law, insur-
ance companies that sell homeowners

coverage are required to offer earth-
quake protection as well. However, as a
result of the 1994 Northridge earth-
quake which resulted in over $1.2 bil-
lion in insured losses, many insurance
companies are now moving out of the
marketplace. In fact, of those compa-
nies that offered earthquake coverage
before the Northridge earthquake, 95
percent no loner offer policies to home-
owners. In the near term, over 1 mil-
lion families may not have their home-
owner coverage renewed.

The CEA is designed to provide $10.5 bil-
lion in earthquake coverage funded by insur-
ance carriers, reinsurers, investors, and policy
holder assessments. The success of this inno-
vative public-private partnership, which will
provide immediate insurance relief for hun-
dreds of thousands of California homeowners,
condominium owners, mobile home owners,
and renters, depends largely upon the IRS
granting the CEA tax-free status. Tax-exempt
status would allow the Authority’s reserves to
accumulate free of Federal income taxes. The
IRS, which had promised a tax exemption to
the CEA in February, withdrew its decision
without warning or explanation in April. Legis-
lation at the Federal level is now necessary to
require the IRS to stand by its initial decision.

Continued uncertainty over the tax
status of the CEA threatens to kill this
public-private partnership. I urge my
colleagues to join me, Gov. Pete Wil-
son, California Insurance Commis-
sioner Chuck Quackenbush, and other
in this bipartisan effort to protect Cali-
fornia homeowners. We must act now
to avert a financial crisis every bit as
devastating as the Northridge earth-
quake itself.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHURCH
ARSONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolinia [Mrs.
CLAYTON] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, church
buildings can be burned to the ground,
but the spirit of the church will always
stand.

The recent rash of church arsons in
African-American communities
throughout the United States leaves
one wondering if anyplace is safe, if
anyplace is secure, if anyplace is sa-
cred.

But because those who have done
these unthinkable acts have targeted
the very places we hold most dear and
most precious, there is no doubt in my
mind that good will come from this
evil.

Even after a ravaging fire, something
remains.

It may only be a blade of grass, but
from that blade of grass will come a
beautiful landscape.
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